
            SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS COMMISSION 

CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Steve Ramos, Isidro Renteria, Kelly 

Dunavin, Casey Littlefield, Jeff Mitchell, Wayne Moore, Richard Sims, Brenda Koehn, Milton R. Pax, 

Paul J. Jenkins, Mike Shockey, Meredith Laurent and Jackie Wiswell.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed 

unanimously to approve the August 17, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes, August 24, 

2015 Special City Commission meeting minutes, August 27, 2015 Special City Commission meeting 

minutes and paying the bills.  

  

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

 Kelly Dunavin with Insurance Management Services (IMS), presented the medical benefits 

insurance plan.  Ms. Dunavin said the plan cost is down approximately 7½ %.  Ms. Dunavin said the city 

is self-funded and there were no claims that exceeded $65,000. Optum has an experience refund provision 

for no losses and the city will receive $17,000 toward next year’s plan. The total cost plan increase for 

next year is 2%. The IMS administration fee is increasing fifty cents per person, per month. Ms. Dunavin 

recommends the city renew with Optum at the $65,000 specific deductible, which includes dental and 

transplant, renew the life insurance with Hartford (no rate change) and accept the three benefit changes 

from the Affordable Care Act: Remove pre-existing condition section, add definitions to comply with the 

‘pay or play’ section and change full-time hours to 30. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said there are city 

employees that have asked if they retire early, as opposed to working until they are 65, could they stay in 

the plan and pay for their premiums. Ms. Dunavin said yes and that she could figure the costs.  There is a 

twenty percent increase added to the fixed cost and the city would want to build a reserve including an 

inflation budget. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said the insurance coverage would not continue after age 65.  

Commissioner Bodnar asked if the city would be able to keep their grandfather status and Ms. Dunavin 

said yes. Ms. Dunavin asked how many employees were eligible for retirement. The Commission said to 

figure 13 employees. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Mayor Sims, and 

passed unanimously to approve Insurance Management Services as administrator, Optum Insurance with 

a $65,000 stop loss for the medical benefits plan, which includes transplants, dental and life insurance 

with Hartford and make changes to comply with the Affordable Care Act: Remove pre-existing condition 

section, add definitions to comply with the ‘pay or play’ section and change full-time hours to 30.   

 



 City Manager Arbie Taylor said Love’s Travel Store is building a truck stop at N. Dumas Avenue 

(Highway 287) and N. 8
th
 Street. They will need a large corner for trucks to turn and the city has 

requested they grant us an easement at that corner.  City Attorney Tom Moore said he had some concerns, 

stating that Love’s Store pay for the initial construction according to city specifications.  Mr. Moore said 

the city will maintain the right-of-way. A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by 

Commissioner Willis, and passed unanimously to approve Love’s Travel Stops and Country Stores, Inc. 

grant a right-of-way to the City of Dumas at the corner of N. Dumas Avenue (Highway 287) and N. 8
th
 

Street, which includes Love’s Store paying for the initial construction according to city specifications. 

 

 Richard Sims with Lavin Architects asked the Commission to vacate a portion of the alley 

directly west of Toot’ N Totum property located at S. Dumas Avenue and First Street. Mr. Sims said he 

had Jeff Mitchell and Wayne Moore, with Toot’ N Totum, present if the Commission had questions for 

them. Mr. Sims presented a proposed plan of where the gas pumps and store will be located. Mr. Sims 

said TxDOT has approved turn lanes from S. Dumas Avenue and First Street. Xcel, cable and the 

telephone company have been contacted to relocate their lines, which is still in process. Mr. Sims said 

Toot’ N Totum would like to retain the utility easement. City Attorney Tom Moore said there is a process 

to vacate a portion of the alleyway beginning with filing an application, pay the fair market value, then 

the alleyway would be closed by ordinance that requires two readings. Mr. Moore said that Toot’ N 

Totum could also present their own figure for the fair market value.  City Manager Arbie Taylor asked 

what the time frame is on the project.  Mr. Sims said it depends on Xcel; could be a lengthy process.   

Toot’ N Totum will concrete the alley according to city specifications. There was no action taken. 

 

 Milton Pax presented a resolution asking for the city’s support on Proposition 7 that will be on 

the November 3, 2015 election ballot.  Mr. Pax said this proposition will provide a new, stable source of 

funding, dedicated to the construction and maintenance of roads.  $2.5 billion would be deposited into the 

state highway fund from sales tax revenues above the first $28 billion dollars that year and 35% of the net 

revenue from motor vehicle sales and rental tax above the first $5 billion dollars each year.  A motion was 

made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed unanimously to 

approve Resolution No. 15-12 supporting Proposition 7 concerning appropriation of funds for highway 

construction and maintenance.    

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed 

unanimously to approve the Second and Final Reading of Ordinance No. 1135 amending the water rate 

tariff with changing the minimum on the commercial water rate to $25.31 and the minimum on the 

residential water rate to $20.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Willis, and passed 

unanimously to approve the Second and Final Reading of Ordinance No. 1136, amending Section 74-172 

of the Code of Ordinances, adopting the water tap schedule of rates as follows:  One inch (1”) at $850.  

(No changes on the following:  Two inch (2”) at $1,750; One and a half inch (1½”) service tap and meter 

will be the actual cost, and over a Two inch (2”) service tap, service line, meter or regulator will be the 

actual cost.)    

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Willis, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed 

unanimously to approve the First Reading of Ordinance No. 1137 adopting gas tapping schedule of rates 

as follows:  Standard household meters are $650 and all other meters are $220 plus the actual cost for 

materials.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Mayor Sims, and passed 

unanimously to adopt the 2015-2016 annual budget.  City Manager Arbie Taylor said he cut an additional 

$35,000 for the mapping system because he is not sure what the additional engineering costs are going to 



be. A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Willis, and passed 

unanimously to approve the First Reading of Ordinance No. 1138 setting the ad valorem tax rate at 

$0.290891 on the $100 valuation. 

   

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A.F. Taylor, City Manager 


